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Interview: 



I called Mr. Ball to discuss his role as a senior counsel to the 
Warren Commission, heading the "basic facts" area of the investigation 
along with junior counselDavid Belin. 

He stated that he had been an old friend of Earl Warren and believes 
this was the reason that he was hired. He stated, "I think Earl had 
a regard for my legal background and thought he could trust me." He 
stated that he was originally hired with the understanding that the job 
would be over with in three months. 

Ball stated that he had finished his investigative work for 
the Commission "by mid-May. And I wrote the first draft of our area 
in early June." He stated that he worked for the Commission from January 
2, 1964 until mid-May fulltime.' He stated that he was the first employee 
hired after Rankin and Willens. He stated that David Belin v/as hired 
a week later. Ball stated that he* did some writing on the reoort “part 
time" after mid-May. 

Ball stated'that "my main problem with the whole operation was that 
the report had too many goddamn footnotes. I got goddamn mad about it." 

He stated that “they all kept adding things to my draft, and adding more 
citations to an ungodly extreme." 

He stated that he had also been "irritated" over the "watering down 
of the credibility of Howard Brennan in the final draft." He stated that 
he had written that Brennan was strongly credible in his identification of 
Oswald as the shooter, and had explained that Brennan was afraid to 
I.D. Oswald because "of a fear that the Communists would murder his 
family or something." He stated that Brennan had been generally consistent 
in his testimony and interviews. He stated that Rankin and the others 
"apparantly disagreed, because in the final report they sort of pissed 
on Brennan's credibility. They said he may have been correct and left 
it at that." He stated that "there were a few small arguments within 
the staff" but said he cannot really recall much about this. 
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Ball stated that, "We were always looking for a conspiracy. Always. 

We were damn suspicious of Ruby killing Oswald." He stated that "maybe 
Oswald had confederates, but I've seen no evidence of it. Just tell me if 
you find it and I'll believe it with no problem." 

Ball stated that he personally interviewed "every witness in Dallas 
using all the documents available. I believed in direct and cross examining 
them both." He stated that Hoover would not give he and Belin a car and 
driver in Dallas, but that the Secret Service gave them both. 

He stated that the FBI "did a great job" on physical evidence, such 
as ballistics and fingerprints." He said that "Hoover ran a tight ship. 

We did alright if we went through Rankin when we needed Bureau help." 

He further commented of the FBI, "They were very good if you did things 
their way." 

Speaking of the CIA/Mafia assassination conspiracies against Castro, 

Ball stated, "If we had known of that, we'd have been alarmed and asked 
a lot of questions, I can tell .you that. I don't know if it would have 
changed anything, but you never know." 

While recalling that he had originally planned to be done with 
his work for the Commission in April, Ball stated that in his opinion 
"we had plenty of time for the whole thing. Hell, we had all the time we 
needed." He stated that he cannot recall any kind of pressure in that regard. 

Ball stated that "the single-bullet theory is completely solid, despite 
what they all say. the physics are solid on that." 

Ball stated that no on ever told the Commission staff what to do 
other than the Commission itself. He stated that he knows of no outside 
influence on the investigation. The only thing he can recall that might 
be regarded as an instance of outside influence was the decision not to 
obtain the JFK x-rays and autopsy photographs. He stated that he and Belin 
and other on the staff asked Warren to obtain this material from Robert 
Kennedy and that Warren "said no. Emphatically." 

Ball stated that he thinks the WC staff "was an extraordinarily 
brilliant groups of young guys." He stated that he liked everyone on the 
staff, although he found Liebeler to be "a very emotional guy." 

He stated that he had always disagreed with the decision of most of 
the WC members and staff to "not speak out when we came under attack in 
later years." He stated that this decision to remain silent in the face 
of the critics' attacks had been adopted “as a sort of code of honor among 
all of us who had been with the Commission." He stated that in the mid-1960s, 
when such attacks on the WC findings reached a peak, he had talked with Earl 
Warren about it, and had recommended that the former staff members start 
responding and replying to the criticisms, as Belin had occasionally done. 

He stated that, "I told Warren that, they're tearing our rear ends off. They're 
making a mockery of the Commission's report, and they're calling us a bunch of 
crooks. And Warren told me, Joe, just forget about it." 
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